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Councillor Lane Cove Council 

 
 
29 January 2016 
 
 
 
Reverend the Hon. Fred Nile, MLC 
Parliament House 
Macquarie House 
Sydney NSW 2000 
 
 
Dear Reverend Nile, 
 
Re: Private Members Bill and Order for Papers 
 
Firstly I would like to thank you for your continued support against forced amalgamations 
and in particular for meeting with Lane Cove Council representatives late last year. 
 
I would also like to thank Paul Green MLC for his support and for arranging to meet with 
Council late last year to discuss a possible Private Members Bill which your office has now 
received a copy of. I urge you to proceed with this to make all Lower House Government 
MP’s accountable. Many have said things to placate their constituents who are against 
amalgamations, but have not been required to either vote for or against their community in 
parliament. 
 
As you are probably aware the Government has appointed a delegate to report on the 
merger of Lane Cove Council with Hunters Hill and Ryde Councils. 
 
In subsequent media interviews both the Premier and the Minister for Local Government the 
Hon. Paul Toole consistently referred to the $2bil of savings and made particular reference 
to a report prepared by KPMG. 
 
Despite numerous requests the government has refused to release a copy of the report 
prepared by KPMG but were refused by the Government.  
 
What is Government hiding? What is the real agenda?  
 
If the Government has a sound business case there would be no need for secrecy, however 
given the qualification on page two of their summary sheet, 'Neither KPMG nor the NSW 
Government has independently verified such information.”, I can see why the Government 
would not want this report released. 
 
This report is a further indictment on the State Government case for forced amalgamations 
and provides no creditability or justification to the Governments recent announcement of 
Council mergers. Anyone who relies on this document as a basis for forced amalgamations 
in my view is both ignorant and incompetent. 
 
As a Financial Planner if I were to recommend a product to a client without first verifying the 
integrity of the data I would be guilty of negligence. The State Government is embarking on 
major reforms in the Local Government sector on data that has not been verified. 
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The Premier has done this before. In 2012 he delivered a budget which had $1bn worth of 
mistakes and miscalculations in it. He announced a $337m deficit when in fact the numbers 
added up to a surplus of $680m. He weakly defended it at the time, saying “I will take every 
action possible to make sure they [the mistakes] are minimised going forward.”. 
 
For such a major and expensive reform you would think that the Government of the day 
would have their estimates verified. Maybe this should be referred to the standing committee 
for further scrutiny? 
 
Historically, we know that forced merges in other States have failed resulting in rate 
increases of up to 30%, job losses and loss of services to the ratepayers. The more recent 
attempt of forced merges in Queensland cost the taxpayers/ratepayers in excess of $360M 
for approximately 24 Councils. Extrapolate that cost for Metropolitan Councils in Sydney the 
estimated cost would be in excess of $600M, the cost of a new hospital.  
 
We now know that the amalgamation in Queensland failed and de-amalgamations are now 
occurring costing the ratepayers and taxpayers further tens of millions of dollars.  
 
So here we are in 2016 and the State Government of NSW is pursuing forced 
amalgamations against the advice of Professor Percy Alan, Brian Dollery, other professional 
academics and the wishes of the community. 
 
We could wait for the next election and let the community decide their fate however this 
needs to stop now before millions of dollars of ratepayer and taxpayers are wasted. This is a 
bad decision of the Government and it needs to be stopped. 
 
In an interview with Alan Jones, Mike Baird stated 'Just Imagine' and continues to expand 
his methodology of an imaginary Local Government sector that has been based on incorrect 
data (TCORP and IPART) and a qualified report from KPMG that he refuses to release. 
When Mr Jones further questioned the Premier on his proposal he was found wanting of 
answers. 
 
Can we trust this man with his imaginations? Because this is all he is relying on. I think not?  
 
I understand that you are a devout Christian and you would appreciate Proverbs 16:18, 
‘Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall’.  
 
Unfortunately the Premier is not listening to anyone and our only hope is turn to good people 
like yourself to try to prevent a financial disaster in NSW.  
 
I refer to ‘Standing Order No. 52’ of the Legislative Council and the decision in the High 
Court of Australia in Egan v Willis (1998) 195 CLR 424 and request that a motion be put to 
the house to produce the following documents ‘order for papers’ and such documents be 
made available to the public. 
 
 (1) Any and all copy(s) of all briefs, file notes, emails and other documents prepared by 

any minister and/or their representative/employee(s) that was provide to KPMG. 
 

 (2) Any and all copy(s) of all versions of reports prepared by KPMG including the final 
report that forms the basis of the document prepared by KPMG ‘Local Government 
Reform Mergers impacts and analysis'.  

 
 (3) Any and all reports/documents provided by KPMG to Minister(s) and/or their 

representatives/employee(s) that is considered supporting and/or cooperating evidence 
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in support of the assertion that mergers will produce financial benefits to the Local 
Government Sector. 

 
 (4) Copy of all assumptions/qualifications provided to Ministers(s) and/or their 

representatives/employee(s) by KPMG relating to conclusions that form part of the report 
prepared by KPMG as referred to on page 2 in the report, 'Local Government Reform 
Mergers impacts and analysis'. 

 
 (5) Copy of all file notes, emails and other documents between Minister(s) and/or their 

representatives/employee(s) with KPMG. 
 

 
I understand that the Legislative Assembly first scheduled sitting day for 2016 is 16 February 
2016 and that both the Legislative Assembly and Councils first combined sitting day is 
scheduled for 23 February 2016. 
 
I ask that you request these documents via a ‘call or for documents’ and introduce the 
Private Members Bill Council has previously requested of you to maintain democracy in 
NSW. Should you require any further information please give me a call. 
 
  

 
 
Scott Bennison 
Councillor  
 


