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A prominent local Aboriginal elder has called on the Baird Government to stop its 
proposed forced merger of Hunters Hill, Lane Cove and Ryde Councils. 
In an exclusive interview with The Weekly Times Elder Uncle Max Harrison said the 
forced merger is a breach of Native Title and other protocols which require Australian 
governments to consult with the traditional owners of the land on significant, relevant 
and ownership issues – in this case the loss of Lane Cove Council’s unique, designated 
‘guardianship’ of local sacred sites and cultural knowledge. 

“In the end, this forced merger is another take over of Aboriginal land without the consent of 
Aboriginal people .. it is another forced dispossession,” Uncle Max said. “It should be 
stopped, Aboriginal people need to be consulted first.” Uncle Max is from the Yuin People 
and one of his totem animal’s is the Willy Wagtail; a brave little bushland bird known for 
taking on the predatory wedge tail eagle to defend its habitat. Like the Willy Wagtail, Uncle 
Max and former Lane Cove Mayor Clr Scott Bennison are bravely taking on the predatory 
high flyers in the Baird Government to defend and protect Lane Cove’s ‘Cammeraygal’ 
sacred sites and habitat which they warn will be neglected – or even vandalised – in the chaos 
of a forced merger. 

“I hear a lot from my people who say stuff that belongs to Aboriginal people will be lost … 
that the spirituality of our land and our waters will be desecrated without protection”, Uncle 
Max said. “Lane Cove Council respects me and respects my people and that is why our sites 
and our ancient knowledge has been entrusted to its care”. 

Councillor Bennison said he fears that a mega council dominated by squabbling councillors 
from Ryde will neglect or mismanage Lane Cove’s sacred sites and its joint social initiatives 
with Aboriginal people under the Caring For Country project, Tony Abbott’s Close The Gap 
policy or dozens of other unique local employment and cultural empowerment projects. 
“Ryde couldn’t organise an orgy in a brothel! ” he said. “Not only that, our partnerships with 
Aboriginal people in Lane Cove, such as our transitional housing for Aboriginal women who 
are the victims of domestic violence, are funded from our annual local surplus and 
specifically earmarked for this purpose under a Resolution of our Council. 

 
PICTURED: Aboriginal elder Uncle Max Harrison and former Lane Cove Mayor Scott 
Bennison at Lane Cove Council on Tuesday. TWT on-the-spot PHOTO 



“That’s why I believe Aboriginal people have every right to be pissed off with the proposed 
forced merger. 

“They also have every right to feel offended because we start our council meetings with an 
acknowledgement of the traditional owners of the land and here we have a State Government 
that hasn’t even learned the lesson of asking Aboriginal people to talk with them about issues 
that go right to the heart of the traditional ownership of this land.” 

Uncle Max said he was “confused and baffled” that Ryde MP Victor Dominello has favoured 
the forced merger (and its process) despite being a former Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. 
“I’m looking at three council’s fighting a government to stand alone and I support these 
councils because I’ve been standing alone for many years, fighting for my people”, he said. 

	


