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28 February 2016 
 
 
 
Dr Robert Lang 
Council Boundary Review 
GPO Box 5341 
Sydney NSW 2001 
email: Rob.Lang@dpc.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Dr Lang, 
 
 
Re: Submission to Merger Proposal of Lane Cove Council with Hunters Hill and 

Ryde Councils on behalf of the Lane Cove Aboriginal Advisory Committee. 
 
 
You may recall that I spoke to you at Hunters Hill regarding the proposed merger between 
Lane Cove, Hunters Hill and Ryde. 

My name is Uncle Max Dulumunmun Harrison and I am a Yuin elder who celebrated my 80th 
birthday today and write to you on behalf of the members of the Aboriginal Advisory 
Committee concerning the merger proposal.  

Aboriginal People in NSW have not been consulted regarding the prospered merges and the 
impacts that these mergers will have on our metropolitan and regional communities that rely 
on their local councils for services and community support. 

Aboriginal People have been the custodians of this land for over 40,000 and just over 200 
years ago our land was stolen from us, our people murdered, secret sites destroyed, we were 
forbidden to speak our language, put on missions and demoralised through dependency of 
welfare. 

It was not until the decision in the ‘Mabo Case’ when Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
received recognition as the Traditional Owners of this land.  

By not consulting with the Aboriginal People of NSW regarding proposed merger the NSW 
State Government has disrespected Aboriginal People of this State and everything we have 
fought for. 

The proposed merger to Lane Cove, Hunters Hill and Ryde will force the merger of two 
Aboriginal clans, the Cammeraigal (Lane Cove), and the Wallumettagal (Hunters Hill and 
Ryde) people without any consideration of cultural protocols. 

Lane Cove has always been and will always be Aboriginal Land that belongs to the 
Cammeraygal People and as Elders we are the custodians of this Land and pay respect to the 
Elders of Camemrayagal People. 



Each Council currently uses different Aboriginal Elders from different clans to perform 
ceremonies and other services and there has been no discussion regarding how these services 
will be performed with the appropriate cultural protocols. 

Lane Cove, Hunters Hill and Ryde have distinct Aboriginal Social Plans and Lane Cove in 
the final states of developing its RAP. The State Government has not considered the cultural 
impact of merging social plans and RAP’s between different clan groups. 

Lane Cove Council established its Aboriginal Advisory Committee in 2012 that consist of 
several Aboriginal members including myself and another elder, Aunty Magret Campbell 
who is Dunghutti and Djerrinja. 

My grandfather taught me Aboriginal Lore and I teach this to other people and I have passed 
sacred knowledge to Lane Cove Council that is a personal gift from myself and my ancestors. 

I have a saying, “To got to give it away to keep it”, meaning to keep my knowledge I need to 
giver it away and so over the years being involved with Lane Cove Council and their 
communities I have given away knowledge that is a personal gift from me and my ancestor. 

Since the commencement of the Aboriginal Advisory Committee, I have been involved in 
Aboriginal Art shows, career days, political days, bush walks and other activities that Lane 
Cove Council invite me to. 

The relationship that Lane Cove Council has with the Aboriginal Students from St Ignatius 
College is important in developing confidence in these boys to peruse their own careers and 
integrate into the white mans world while maintaining their cultural links. 

These students come from all over NSW, and not all come stable families and the acceptance 
and opportunities that Lane Cove Council provides these students is very much appreciated. 

Aboriginal communities in the Sydney basin have developed working relationships with 
Local Councils including the development of Aboriginal Social Plans, Aboriginal Advisory 
Committees and Reconciliations Action Plans. 

Each Local Council has developed such relations with local Aboriginal communities having 
regard to the historical context of the local Aboriginal clans. 

Lane Cove Council and indeed other Councils acknowledge, respect and maintain Aboriginal 
Heritage and Culture within the context of the local area clans. 

The new merged entity will seek to standardise Aboriginal Heritage and Culture, smoking 
and other ceremonies without consideration to the historical context of each clan and their 
respective cultural sites. 

Lane Cove Council through its political days have been encouraging Aboriginal Students to 
peruse an interest in Local Government as we believe that this will provide a good grounding 
for Aboriginal students who wish to peruse a career in politics.  



With the propose reduction in the number of Councillors, Local Government will be 
dominated by major political parties which will result in the disempowered of Aboriginal 
Students from entering politics. 

Our Aboriginal Advisory Committee consists of several members who have families living in 
regional NSW that rely heavily on support from their local councils and any closure of these 
councils will place additional hardship on our communities that already live below the 
poverty line. 

I have dealt with many Councils, State and Federal government departments and none of 
them have shown the amount of respect to Aboriginal People that Lane Cove Council has. 

Never before have had I had a Council to be so welcoming and accepting of Aboriginal 
People and of our heritage and culture than Lane Cove Council. 

I have worked with may Council over my life and I am concerned that the knowledge that I 
have given to Lane Cove Council and its residents will be lost or not respected by the other 
Councils. 

Lane Cove Council works well for Aboriginal students as it’s small and is able to be 
innovative without becoming bureaucratic as big Councils become. 

Lane Cove Council is important to us because they accept us and our culture and are 
continuing to develop programs that help our people and to loose these programs would 
destroy the good work that Lane Cove Council has done for our people. 

In your recommendations to the Minister I ask that you consider deferring the 
implementation of any merger proposal until such time that the NSW State Government 
consults with Aboriginal communities regarding the impact that mergers will have on our 
communities and people. 

 

Uncle Max Harrison 

0419 283 976 

 

 


