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Lane Cove Council has demanded the New South Wales Civil and Administrative Tribunal
(NCAT) release a secret KPMG document the Baird Government is using to justify the forced
merger of Lane Cove with Ryde and Hunters Hill.
Lane Cove submitted its opposition to the forced merger to NSW Boundary Commission by Sunday’s
5pm deadline but Clr Scott Bennison said the Council submission has been ‘blindly’ submitted without
knowledge of the KPMG report.

“How can you comment in a submission, to a submission, that hasn’t been seen.  We don’t know what’s
true and what isn’t”, he said.

“Hiding this (KPMG) submission is totally wrong and the government is not acting in the public interest
by withholding it”.

Councillor Bennison is a former Mayor of Lane Cove and suspects the government is hiding the report
because it will embarrass it.

“If they’ve got nothing to hide why not release the KPMG document?” he asked.

“I think the reason is because it is just a one page spread sheet that has been hastily prepared in a
process that has not been done in good faith”.

There is also speculation the KPMG report is being kept from the public because it undermines a multi-
million dollar, taxpayer funded government propaganda campaign to win support for the forced
mergers.

Councillor Bennison said Lane Cove’s Submission highlights serious, flawed and startling errors in the
Government’s rationale behind the mergers.

“They’ve even got the number of the staff we employ wildly wrong”, he said.

“As it stands with the proposed forced merger we’ll have no idea who will run what, from where, who’ll
pay for it and what services we’ll lose”.

“What I do know is that our elderly, disabled and disadvantaged residents are going to find it hard to
catch two buses to get to a mega council somewhere in Macquarie Park only to be told to take a ticket
and wait in a line for service because they’ll completely lose that level of interaction they have at the
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moment with our staff.

“We’ll also be in a position where a mega council will have to deal with three totally different Local
Environment Plans so lodging a household Development Application is going to be a nightmare!”

Lane Cove’s Submission stresses that the Council has performed extremely well in comparison to other
Sydney councils and warns that rates will rise by 30 per cent after a three year rate freeze period.

“The 30 per cent rate rise, based on the forced merger experience in Queensland and Victoria, will
have to compensate for errors in the government’s analysis and we say it is unfair for our residents to
have to compensate for other councils who don’t perform as well as we do”, he said.

“We also say we have no community of interest with the City of Ryde and they have no community of
interest with us.”

Lane Cove’s Submission can be viewed at: council.lanecove.nsw.gov.au
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